
DATE:      June 11, 2026 
                                                                       
TO:       Joliet Plan Commission 
                                                                       
FROM:      Planning Staff 
                                                                       
SUBJECT: V-5-26:  Vacation of an Approximately 20-Foot by 55-Foot Portion of 

Public Alley West of 359 Whitney Avenue 
                                                                       
GENERAL INFORMATION:                                                  
                                                                       
APPLICANT: Anthony DeMichael 
                                                                       
STATUS OF APPLICANT: Adjacent Property Owner 
                                                                       
REQUESTED ACTION: Vacation of public right-of-way for an alley portion 

adjacent to the applicant’s property  
 
PURPOSE: To combine the alley portion with the adjacent private 

property for private ownership and maintenance 
                                                                    
EXISTING ZONING:            R-2 (single-family residential) 
 
LOCATION: Adjacent to 359 Whitney Avenue 

(Adjacent to 30-07-09-302-009-0000) 
(Council District #4) 

                                                              
RIGHT-OF-WAY SIZE: Approximately 1,090 square feet 
                                                                          
EXISTING LAND USE: Public alley 
                                                                    
SURROUNDING LAND USE & ZONING:                                      
                                                                    

NORTH: R-2 (single-family residential), residential 

SOUTH: R-2 (single-family residential), residential 

EAST: R-2 (single-family residential), residential 

WEST: R-2 (single-family residential), residential 

 
SITE HISTORY:  The public alley in question is located south of Glenwood Avenue 

between Wilcox Street and Whitney Avenue. The alley provides access to the adjacent 

residential properties that front Glenwood Avenue, Whitney Avenue, and Buell Avenue. 

The L-shaped alley runs east off Wilcox Street and then turns north and dead-ends before 

Glenwood Avenue between 654 Glenwood Avenue and the petitioner’s property at 359 

Whitney Avenue. The alley does not continue through to Glenwood Avenue due to a steep 

grade change from the end of the alley down to the street curb. 



 

 

SPECIAL INFORMATION: The petitioner, Anthony DeMichael, owns the property at 359 

Whitney Avenue and wishes to vacate the public alley portion adjacent to their property. 

The end portion of alley provides access to the detached garage at the rear of the 

petitioner’s property. The alley is currently in disrepair, and established trees are growing 

in the subject portion. The City does not routinely pave alleys and there is no timeline for 

the City to patch or repair this portion of the alley. Therefore, the petitioner wishes to own 

this part of the alley so that they can pave and maintain it themselves. 

 

The owner of 654 Glenwood Avenue has signed off on the vacation petition and does not 

wish to own the half of the alley adjacent to their property. There are no other properties 

adjacent to the alley portion. The driveway access points for 654 Glenwood Avenue and 

the neighboring Whitney Avenue properties are located south of the alley portion and 

would not be affected by the vacation. 

 

There will be a public utility easement reserved over the entire alley portion, due to 

existing overhead ComEd electric lines in the area. Nicor has responded that they are not 

opposed to the vacation request. No other notified utility companies have submitted a 

response regarding this request as of the writing of this staff report. The Public Utilities 

and Public Works Departments are not opposed to this request provided that the public 

utility easement is reserved. No permanent structures could be constructed in the alley 

portion. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of the requested vacation of the approximately 20-

foot by 55-foot alley portion will allow the adjacent owner to own and maintain this property 

as part of their private residential property. Staff supports this request because the alley 

portion is located at the dead-end of an alley and does not serve any other properties. 

The public utility easement will allow future access for public and private utility companies 

as needed. 

 

 



Figure 1: Alley between Wilcox Avenue and Whitney Avenue / Glenwood Avenue (2026) 

 
 
Figure 2: Alley portion in question, west of 359 Whitney Avenue (2026) 
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Figure 3: Dead-end of alley, view looking north from alley west of 357 Whitney Avenue (June 2026) 
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Figure 4: Alley end between 359 Whitney Avenue (left) and 654 Glenwood Avenue (right), view south 
from Glenwood Avenue (June 2026) 

 
 
Figure 5: South side of Glenwood Avenue where alley ends, view looking southwest from Glenwood 
Avenue (April 2025) 
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