
City of Joliet

Arts Commission

Meeting Agenda

Commission Members
Eric Gorder

Tom Grotovsky
Vince Logan
Ron Romero

John Simpson,Jr.
Peg Stoiber

Deborah Summers

City Hall, Council Chambers5:00 PMWednesday, January 15, 2025

Citizens who are unable to attend the meeting can email comments in advance of the meeting to publiccomment@joliet.gov.

1. ROLL CALL

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Meeting Minutes - November 20, 2024 TMP-8145

AC Minutes Nov 20 2024Attachments:

3. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD ON AGENDA ITEMS

This section is for anyone wanting to speak regarding agenda items and are allowed a maximum of 4 minutes.  It is not a 
question and answer period and staff, and the Commission members do not generally respond to public comments. The 
City Clerk has a copy of the public speaking procedures; please note, speakers who engage in conduct injurious to the 
harmony of the meeting shall be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may forfeit the opportunity to speak.

4. NEW BUSINESS

A. New Commissioner - Deborah Filotto

5. OLD BUSINESS

A. Formulation of a Public Art Policy for the City of Joliet
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Arts Commission Meeting Agenda January 15, 2025

Draft Public Art Policy - Clean Version TMP-8148

Public Arts Policy draft_Jan 8 CleanAttachments:

Draft Public Art Policy - Marked Up Version TMP-8149

Public Arts Policy draft 1_RH.edits.gal.edits_revised1Attachments:

B. Finalizing the 2025 Asphalt Initiative Grant Application

C. Discussion of Potential Items of Expenditure for 2025

2025 Arts Related Expenditure Projections TMP-8144

Arts 2025 Budget ProjectionsAttachments:

D. Update on a Potential 2025 Arts Fest Project

E. Update on Mural Prioritization and Potential Project Candidates for 
2025

6. NEW OR OLD BUSINESS, NOT FOR FINAL ACTION OR 
RECOMMENDATION

A. Discussion about a Friends of Community Public Art Artwork 
Postcard Giveaway

B. Discussion about Marketing Strategies for the Upcoming Poet 
Laureate Workshop

7. PUBLIC COMMENT

This section is for anyone wanting to speak regarding non-agenda items and are allowed a maximum of 4 minutes.  It is 
not a question and answer period and staff, and the Commission members do not generally respond to public 
comments. The City Clerk has a copy of the public speaking procedures; please note, speakers who engage in conduct 
injurious to the harmony of the meeting shall be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may forfeit the opportunity to 
speak.

8. ADJOURNMENT

This meeting will be held in an accessible location. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact The City Clerk 
Office, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432 at (815) 724-3780.
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Meeting Minutes - Pending Approval November 20, 2024Arts Commission

Citizens who are unable to attend the meeting can email comments in advance of the meeting to publiccomment@joliet.gov.

1. ROLL CALL

Eric Gorder, John Simpson Jr, Peg (Marguerite)  Stoiber, Ron 
Romero, Donna Franks-Tapley, Tom Grotovsky and Deborah 
Summers

Present

Vince LoganAbsent

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Attachments: Arts Commission Meeting Minutes - October 2, 2024

A motion was made by John Simpson, Jr, seconded by Tom Grotovsky, to 
approve COUNCIL MEMO #TMP-7821: Meeting Minutes - October 2, 2024. The 
motion carried by the following vote:

Gorder, Simpson Jr, Stoiber, Romero, Franks-Tapley, 
Grotovsky and Summers

Aye:

LoganAbsent:

3. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD ON AGENDA ITEMS

None.

This section is for anyone wanting to speak regarding agenda items and are allowed a maximum of 4 minutes.  It is not a 
question and answer period and staff, and the Commission members do not generally respond to public comments. The 
City Clerk has a copy of the public speaking procedures; please note, speakers who engage in conduct injurious to the 
harmony of the meeting shall be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may forfeit the opportunity to speak.

4. OLD BUSINESS

A. Update on the Formulation of a Public Art Policy for the City of Joliet

Chairman Romero provided a history of the Public Art Policy document and an overview of its 
contents to date. Romero expressed his support for moving the document forward for Council 
consideration and approval. Staff Liaison Heitner mentioned that the Policy was tabled when 
the City thought it might pursue a Public Arts Master Plan, which would have contained much 
of the same information. Since the Public Art Master Plan has not materialized, Heitner stated 
the Commission should continue its work on drafting the Public Art Policy document. Romero 
and Heitner also acknowledged that the Public Art Policy could be a component of the Public 
Art Master Plan. Romero stated that the Public Art Policy should be passed by ordinance by 
the City Council.

Chairman Romero asked that Councilwoman Suzanna Ibarra come up to share her thoughts 
on the document and its review by City Council. Councilwoman Ibarra stated that it should be 
reviewed by Corporation Council and the City Manger's Office between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. She further stated that the document should probably be presented as is to 
Corporation Counsel for review. Heitner stated that his comments should probably stay in the 
working draft and that he could work with staff on any edits that are needed. Councilwoman 
Ibarra stated that the Commission should not send the Policy to City Council until it is written 
exactly the way the Commission wants it written.
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Meeting Minutes - Pending Approval November 20, 2024Arts Commission

Heitner stated the document would be circulated among staff for review with a revised 
document sent to the Arts Commission in January for review.

Attachments: Public Arts Policy draft 1_RH.edits

B. Update on the 2025 Illinois Arts Council General Operating Support 
Grant

Staff Liaison Heitner provided an update that the City was awarded a $20,450 General 
Operating Support Grant from the Illinois Arts Council for 2025. Heitner stated that he expects 
those funds will be in receipt by January of 2025 and that staff is currently working with the 
Illinois Arts Council to review and return the grant agreement.

C. Update on the Poet Laureate Program and Recent Readings and 
Workshops

Staff Liaison Heitner provided an overview of the Poet Laureate speaking appearances and 
activities to date. Heitner stated that an additional poetry workshop is scheduled for February 
4th at Bicentennial Park. The Commission discussed ways to help promote the workshop 
event, given the low attendance that has occurred at previous events. Heitner stated that the 
even could be advertised on the City's social media platforms and Arts and Culture webpage 
and that other Commissioners are welcome to share the event on their social media 
platforms.

D. Update on the 2025 Arts Fest Project

Staff Liaison Heitner provided some background on the idea for having a street art festival . 
Commissioner Simpson stated that it might be best table the idea, given the amount of 
construction that is around the city right now. Commissioner Grotovsky stated that a smaller 
scale event outside of downtown could be beneficial to the city. Commissioner Franks-Tapley 
asked about whether the mall area, or space around the high schools could be used for such 
an event. Heitner stated that the Commission would need to better scope out the details of 
the event before the City engages with a private property owner. Commissioner 
Franks-Tapley asked about the old courthouse block and whether it could host a festival . 
Heitner stated he could look into whether an event at the old courthouse space is possible . 
Heitner stated that the Commission should try to better define what it would like to do with the 
Arts Fest. 

E. Update on Mural Prioritization and Potential Project Candidates for 
2025

Commissioner Franks-Tapley provided some background on an artist who might potentially be 
interested in helping the city create some murals. Chairman Romero stated that the viaduct 
locations near the ballpark could be ripe locations for future mural work. Staff Liaison Heitner 
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Meeting Minutes - Pending Approval November 20, 2024Arts Commission

stated that the City would probably want to issue an RFP for mural work. Chairman Romero 
discussed the idea of a possible Tourism Improvement District to help fund improvements 
downtown, including provision of artwork. Romero also stated that there are additional grant 
opportunities including funding via sponsorships. 

The Commission discussed whether the viaduct spaces made sense for mural work, given the 
chance that murals could erode with water leakage. Heitner suggested that the Commission 
should focus on 2-3 locations where it might make sense to put up a mural, with intent to bid 
mural work out in the Spring.

5. NEW BUSINESS

A. Recommendation to Apply for the 2025 Asphalt Art Initiative Grant 
Opportunity

A motion was made by Tom Grotovsky, seconded by Peg Stoiber to deviate from the agenda 
to move on to item 6A, Discussion on the 2025 Asphalt Art Initiative Grant. The motion carried 
by a vote of 6-0 (Franks-Tapley momentarily absent).

Commissioner Stoiber made a motion to pursue the grant opportunity with Cornerstone 
Services. The motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 

Attachments: Asphalt Art Initiative Memo

6. NEW OR OLD BUSINESS, NOT FOR FINAL ACTION OR 
RECOMMENDATION

A. Discussion on the 2025 Asphalt Art Initiative Grant Opportunity

Staff Liaison Heitner stated that it would likely be difficult to put together a grant application by 
January, since a separate non-profit organization needs to effectively manage the grant for 
the Arts Commission. Heitner stated that he liked the intent of the grant and provided an 
overview of various examples. Commissioner Gorder stated that a grant like this could 
potentially align well with a street art festival.

Heitner asked if the Commission has specific locations they would want to pursue through this 
program. Commissioner Grotovsky suggested running the grant opportunity past Cornerstone 
Services, which has a facility near the ballpark. Commissioner Simpson expressed concern 
over whether Cornerstone's Board could meet and approve the application during the window 
provided. The Commission suggested a project on Mayor Art Schultz Drive could be an 
option. Councilwoman Suzanna Ibarra also suggested the Boys and Girls Club as a potential 
partner agency for the application.

B. Discussion of Potential Items of Expenditure for 2025

Staff Liaison Heitner stated that he would report back at the next meeting with a list of 
potential expenditures for the Commission to review.

7. PUBLIC COMMENT

None.
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Meeting Minutes - Pending Approval November 20, 2024Arts Commission

This section is for anyone wanting to speak regarding non-agenda items and are allowed a maximum of 4 minutes.  It is 
not a question and answer period and staff, and the Commission members do not generally respond to public 
comments. The City Clerk has a copy of the public speaking procedures; please note, speakers who engage in conduct 
injurious to the harmony of the meeting shall be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may forfeit the opportunity to 
speak.

8. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Peg (Marguerite)  Stoiber, seconded by Tom Grotovsky, to adjourn 
COUNCIL MEMO #[FILE_NR]: [FILE_TITLE]. The motion carried by the following vote:

Gorder, Simpson Jr, Stoiber, Romero, Franks-Tapley, 
Grotovsky and Summers

Aye:

LoganAbsent:

This meeting will be held in an accessible location. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact The City Clerk 
Office, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432 at (815) 724-3780.
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Public Art Policy 
Revised Draft Dated January 8, 2025 
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Executive Summary: 
 
The City of Joliet Arts Commission was initiated on July 16, 2019 and is dedicated to the 
presentation of public art in all its forms. The Arts Commission provides a formal art presence 
for the residents of the City of Joliet. General functions include curation and project 
management of public murals and sculpture, supporting local artists, and bringing local artists 
together with City of Joliet art projects.  
 
The City of Joliet Public Art Policy provides a framework to improve the City’s “quality of life” by 
seeking and fostering partnerships with nonprofits, organizations, institutions, foundations, and 
businesses that support the arts in our community by creating strong bonds between and 
among the organizations and institutions.  This will include working cooperatively with other 
city boards, commissions, and committees, and other public and private agencies.   
 
The focus will be on enhancing the economic base in the city by advocating for and promoting 
opportunities to combine arts with economic development.  The commission will advocate for 
economic incentives to attract and sustain artists, arts, arts organizations, art programming and 
more. As a recommending body, the commission will explore and recommend to the Mayor, 
City Council, City Staff and other groups, suggestions for creating opportunities and offer advice 
on relevant city projects that could incorporate artistic endeavors or artistic considerations. 
 
Mission Statement  

“The Joliet Arts Commission builds awareness and strengthens the arts for the economic and 
cultural enrichment of the Greater Joliet Area by promoting the Arts, supporting local Arts 
endeavors, Connecting the Arts and the community and Curating Joliet’s identity through the 
arts” - JAC Mission Statement 2-19-2020 

 Joliet Arts Commission Objectives: 

• Seek and foster partnerships with non-profits, organizations, institutions, foundations, and 
businesses that support the arts.  
 
• Support and foster strong bonds between and among arts organizations and local institutions 
in the community to encourage arts programming to be planned through strategic 
collaborations and coordination. This shall include working cooperatively with other city 
boards, commissions and committees, and other public and private agencies, institutions, and 
organizations.  
 
• Enhance the economic base in the city by advocating for and promoting opportunities to 
combine arts with economic development efforts and by advocating for economic incentives 
for attracting and sustaining artists, arts, arts organizations, art programming, etc.  
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a. Explore and recommend to the Mayor, City Council, City staff, and other groups, ways 
to further the development of, interest in, and attract investments regarding the arts 
and Joliet’s diverse cultural heritage.  
 
b. Explore and recommend to the Mayor, City Council, city staff and other groups 
suggestions for creative place making opportunities and offer advice on relevant city 
projects that could incorporate artistic endeavors or artistic considerations.  
c. Serve as the city’s official concerning body for recommendations on public policy and 
economic development issues related to the arts and cultural heritage.  

• Review relevant proposals and assist in the process by which artists, arts organizations, 
neighborhood organizations, businesses, developers, merchant associations, charitable 
foundations, or any other member of the general public proposes and creates projects in the 
arts which are located in public places.  
 
• Where appropriate, assist art-based organizations, agencies and institutions in the research, 
identification, and application of grants for programming and initiatives.  
 
• Where appropriate, assist art-based organizations, agencies, and institutions in tier pursuit of 
private sector donations for the purpose of enhancing the arts within the community of Joliet. 

This Policy Statement includes all aspects of public art for the future of Joliet, from 
implementation to budget to maintenance.  The goal is to create a more unified City image, and 
to encourage community members to have a more active presence in the art of Joliet. 

The Joliet Arts Commission serves in an advisory capacity to the Joliet City Council. 
 

Anti-discrimination: Hate speech and obscenity prohibited. 
The City of Joliet and the Joliet Arts Commission are committed to ensuring that its programs 
are free of discrimination, and that individuals of all backgrounds and demographics are 
afforded equal opportunity to participate. Accordingly, no individual shall be denied the 
opportunity to participate, nor shall any artwork be denied, based on an individual or 
applicant’s actual or perceived race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, order of 
protection status, marital status, physical or mental disability, military status, sexual 
orientation, pregnancy, or unfavorable discharge from military service. Discrimination based on 
any of these protected classes is expressly prohibited by these policies and procedures. 

 
I. Public Art Policy Purpose and Mission Statement 

A. City of Joliet Public Art Goals 

1. Catalogue existing art – inventory existing artwork with information 
pertaining to ongoing maintenance needs and future deaccessioning. 
Databases created for artwork inventories will be published on the 
City’s website for public consumption.  
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2. Recommend that the City fund Artwork maintenance, conservation, 
and repair as part of its annual budget.  

3. Create a funding statement listing possible sources of external funding, 
individual sponsorship, and business sponsorship. 

4. Provide opportunities for artists to exhibit in Joliet and to include local 
as well as global artists.  

5. Foster inclusivity.  
6. Create a policy statement on the deaccessioning of artwork. 

7.  
B. Definitions 

1. Acquisition: The inclusion of an artwork in a permanent art collection 
acquired through a commission, purchase, gift, or other means. 

2. Artist: Individual artist, team of individual artists or artist team leader of 
individuals from other disciplines whose body of work and professional 
activities demonstrate serious ongoing commitment to the fine arts. 

3. Artist Fees: The portion of the project budget reserved for payment to 
the artist for creative services for design, fabrication and project 
management. Fees do not include other labor, materials, travel and per 
diem allowances for out-of-town artists. 

4. Artist Selection Panel (ASP): An ad hoc panel whose charge is to review 
artists and art proposals and make recommendations to the Public Art 
and Design Board for their selection. 

5. Artwork or Work of Art: A tangible creation by an artist. 
6. City: The City of Joliet.  
7. City Collection: The City Collection comprises all artworks owned by the 

City that have been accessioned by the Joliet Arts Commission on 
behalf of the City. 

8. Commission: The formal process used to accept an artwork into the City 
Collection and record an item as a Collection object. 

9. Deaccession: The process of removing an object permanently from a 
collection, through sale, exchange or any other transaction by which 
title is transferred from the collection to another institution or 
individual. Under certain conditions, it may also include disposal by 
intentional destruction. 

10. Donor: The individual, corporation or other entity offering a donation 
to the City. 

11. Loaned Artwork: Artwork given for use over a period of time and 
returned to the owner at the end of the use period. 

12. Memorial Artwork: Structures, sculptures or other objects erected to 
commemorate a person or an event. 

13. Public Art: Public art is art in public spaces that is created for the public 
through a public process. It can be permanent or temporary and can be 
located on public or private property.  
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C. Public Art Authority and Administration 
 

II. Public Art Site Designation Policy 
A. Public Art Master Plan Procedures and Projected Deadlines 
B. Public Art Site Designation Procedures 
C. Special Exception Project 

 
III. Public Art Acquisition Policy 

A. Public Art Acquisition Criteria 
1. Quality of work 
2. Aesthetic Merit 
3. Context within the City Collection 
4. Availability of Appropriate Site (coordination with the appropriate 

public or private entities concerning the site, costs of installation and 
maintenance of artwork) 

5. Condition of Donation 
6. Condition of Artwork 
7. Durability of Artwork 
8. Installation Requirements 
9. Maintenance Requirements 

B. Public Art Acquisition Procedures 
1. Donations or Loans of Artwork 

1. Proposed donations of loans of artwork to the City of Joliet shall 
be reviewed by the Arts Commission. 

2.  The Arts Commission will consult appropriate departments and 
other formal citizen advisory boards as necessary for installation 
assistance and permit requirements and then make a 
recommendation to the City Council for final action. 

3. For proposed artwork displayed in the future City Square the 
Commission will work with other city departments, commissions, 
advisors, etc. 

4. For loans of artwork to the City of Joliet, the owner or owner’s 
representative will be required to enter into an Art Display 
Agreement, setting forth the length of the load and other terms 
such as signage, location, maintenance requirements, liability, 
insurance, value of artwork, installation, and removal 
responsibility, and other conditions pertinent to the agreement. 
(Outlined by City of Joliet Legal Counsel) 

5. After review and approval from the Art Commission and City 
Council, all donated works become part of the City of Joliet art 
collections, unless otherwise stated and, as such, may be 
relocated or deaccessioned. (Deaccession Policy) 

2. Commissioned Artwork 
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1. The City hires an artist to create original artwork for a specific 
project. Commissions may be funded wholly by the City, grants, or 
funded in partnership with private partners. 

3. Gifts 
1. The City accepts legal title to a work of art when the owner of the 

art offers it without a request for compensation and an 
authorized City official formally accepts the gift on behalf of the 
City. A Deed of Gift form must accompany each gifted work of art. 
The City Council, with the Arts Commission’s recommendation, 
can accept or refuse a gift. 
 

C. Temporary Artwork and Special Exhibits 
1. Proposed use of existing locations for temporary artwork shall be 

reviewed by the Arts Commission. 
2. The Arts Commission will consult with appropriate departments for 

installation assistance and permit requirements then make a 
recommendation to the City Council for final action.  Criteria for 
acquisitions listed above will determine the commission’s 
recommendation. 

3. For proposed artwork in the City Square, the Commission will work with 
other city advisory boards and commissions to present projects to the 
City Council for final action. 

4. For temporary exhibition of artwork in the City of Joliet, the owner or 
owner’s representative will be required to enter into an Art Display 
Agreement, setting for the length of the loan and other terms such as 
signage, location, maintenance requirements, liability, insurance, value 
of artwork, installation, and removal responsibility, and other 
conditions pertinent to the agreement. 

5. After review and approval from the Art Commission and City Council, all 
donated works become part of the City of Joliet art collections, unless 
otherwise stated and, as such, may be relocated or deaccessioned. 
(Deaccession Policy) 

 
D. Commissioned Artwork 

1. City of Joliet Commissioned public artwork projects shall be 
administered and reviewed by the Arts Commission 

2. The Arts Commission will consult appropriate departments for 
installation assistance and permit requirements then make a 
recommendation to the City Council for final action.  Criteria for 
acquisitions listed above will determine the commission’s 
recommendation. 

3. For proposed artwork in the City Square, the commission will work with 
other city advisory boards and commissions to present projects to the 
City Council for final action. 
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4. For commissioned of artwork in the City of Joliet, the owner or owner’s 
representative will be required to enter into an Art Display Agreement, 
setting for the length of the loan and other terms such as signage, 
location, maintenance requirements, liability, insurance, value of 
artwork, installation, and removal responsibility, and other conditions 
pertinent to the agreement. 

5. After review and approval from the Art Commission and City Council, all 
donated works become part of the City of Joliet art collections, unless 
otherwise stated and, as such, may be relocated or deaccessioned. 
(Deaccession Policy) 
 

E. Memorial Artwork 
1. Proposed donations or commissions of memorial artwork shall be 

administered and reviewed by the Arts Commission. 
2. Proposed commissioned memorials must honor significant historical 

events or deceased individuals who have made an outstanding 
contribution to the community or region, or community or regional 
heritage and culture.  A waiting period of at least one year should 
elapse prior to the proposal of memorial artwork to be eligible for 
consideration. 

3. For proposed artwork in the City Square, the commission will work with 
other city advisory boards and commissions to present projects to the 
City Council for final action. 

4. For exhibition of donated or commissioned artwork in the City of Joliet, 
the owner or owner’s representative will be required to enter into an 
Art Display Agreement, setting for the length of the loan and other 
terms such as signage, location, maintenance requirements, liability, 
insurance, value of artwork, installation, and removal responsibility, 
and other conditions pertinent to the agreement. 

5. After review and approval from the Art Commission and City Council, all 
donated works become part of the City of Joliet art collections, unless 
otherwise stated and, as such, may be relocated or deaccessioned. 
(Deaccession Policy) 
 

F. Special Exception Projects 
1. Special exception projects shall be administered and reviewed by the 

Art Commission, City Staff and City Council as deemed necessary. 
2. In conjunction with the City of Joliet development review process, the 

Commission may advocate for the inclusion of public art as a 
component of the site plan approval for a specific development. 
 

G. Juried Review Policy 
The Arts Commission may convene a jury to review individual temporary or 
permanent public art acquisitions.  The Arts Commission will convene a jury when 
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the public artwork is a commissioned proposal, completed artwork or temporary 
exhibit. 

1. Candidate jurors will be artists, architects, landscape architects, 
engineers, designers, representatives of the community, or art 
professionals. 

2. A jury will be comprised of no less than three and no more than five 
jurors.  The Arts Commission shall maintain a list of candidates to 
facilitate selection. 

3. An appointed jury shall not include any City of Joliet Staff, City Council 
Member, or their respective partners or families. 

4. Any juror with a conflict of interest must recuse themselves from the jury 
process. 

 
H. Juried Review Procedures 

1. The Arts Commission will draft a prospectus detailing the designated 
art project concept, procedures, proposal requirements, projected 
timeline, and proposal or application deadline. 

2. Proposals for commissioned or submitted artwork shall include: 
a. Artist Statement of Concept. 
b. Submission of three-dimensional work or complete 

drawing of two-dimensional work. 
c. Drawings or photographs that demonstrate the 

relationship of the artwork to the site. 
d. Material samples of artwork and any relevant construction 

materials. 
e. Description of routine maintenance and estimate of 

maintenance costs. 
f. Artist’s resume with a list of references. 
g. Portfolio of past artwork. 
h. Project specific criteria as requested. 

3. The Arts Commission Subcommittee will meet to review proposals and 
designate finalists. In certain circumstances, City Council approval may 
be required.  

4. For commissioned artwork see 3. Public Art Acquisition Policy for 
procedure. 

5. For temporary juried shows, exhibits or events see 3. C Public Art 
Acquisition Policy. 

6. The City Administration and City Council will have final review and 
approval of all proposed art to be placed on City owned property or in 
City facilities. 
 

I. Installation and Maintenance Policy 
The City shall be responsible for City initiated projects created through this policy.  
All permanent public art projects must have a plan that projects both staff time and 
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funding needed to properly maintain the work.  Funds for the maintenance of the 
City Initiated Projects will be allocated as a portion of the public art program’s 
operating budget.  Maintenance of public art in special exception projects will be 
negotiated on a case-by-case basis.  Maintenance of public art donated to the city 
will be negotiated with the donor. 
 
J. Ownership and Copyright Policy 
Ownership and Copyright of works included in the Public Art Asset Inventory will be 
determined by each artwork’s contractual agreement with the City on a case-by-
case basis. 
 

IV. Public Art Funding Policy 
The Arts Commission will be active in applying for public and private funds to support 
public art projects as appropriate.   
 

V. Deaccession Policy 
Deaccessioning is the removal of Public Art from a Public Space, or the public art asset 
inventory, and should be cautiously applied only after careful and impartial evaluation 
including input from the Arts Commission.  The following criteria and procedures 
describe de-accessioning process. 

a. Deaccessioning Criteria 
1. The present location no longer guarantees the condition of security of 

the artwork. 
2. The artwork presents a public safety risk. 
3. The artwork is damaged, and repair is not feasible. 
4. Significant changes in the use, character, or actual design of the site. 

require a re-evaluation of the artwork’s relationship to the site. 
5. The artwork requires excessive maintenance or has failures of design or 

workmanship. 
b. Deaccessioning Procedures 

1. Artwork may only be removed from the City’s collection through 
deaccession after careful and impartial evaluation of the artwork within 
the context of the City’s collection by the Commission. The deaccession 
evaluation must include: 

i. A good faith effort to inform the artist or the artist’s estate that 
the artwork is being considered for deaccession. 

ii. A review of all pertinent accession documentation, including a 
review of legal documents by the City Attorney. 

iii. A written recommendation on the proposed deaccession by an 
independent art professional such as a curator, conservator, 
historian, or architect. 

iv.  A review of any pertinent written correspondence, media 
coverage, and other evidence of public opinion. 



Page 10 of 10 
 

2. If the Committee deems deaccession to be appropriate, it will submit a 
formal recommendation, including a written statement of findings, to 
City Council. If Council decides that deaccession is appropriate, the 
artwork will be disposed as follows: 

i. The artist or estate of the artist will be given first option for 
acquiring the work through purchase, exchange, or other terms as 
determined by the Arts Commission. 

ii. The artwork may be sold in accordance with all relevant laws 
governing surplus public property. 

iii. The artwork may be loaned to a gallery, museum, or similar 
institution. 

iv. The artwork may be donated to a gallery, museum, or similar 
institution. 

v. The artwork may not be sold, loaned, or otherwise transferred to 
any City staff or member of the Arts Commission. 

vi. The City is responsible for all costs associated with the removal or 
relocation of the artwork unless another agrees to assume these 
costs. A record of the deaccessed artwork will be kept with the 
documentation of the City’s collection.  
 

VI. Public Art Education and Outreach 
Education and outreach are critical to the success of the City of Joliet’s Public Art 
Program.  By engaging artists, arts advocates, citizens, and visitors in opportunities 
where they can experience artwork created for public space, the Arts Commission 
provides resources that broaden the appreciation and understanding of public art.  The 
Arts Commission will work to inform and engage the community regarding the Public 
Arts Program. 
 

VII. Public Art Promotion 
The Arts Commission will work with appropriate organizations and entities to promote 
the provision of public art throughout Joliet. 
 

VIII. Amendments 
The City of Joliet Arts Commission reserves the right to amend this policy and its procedures in 
the future by resolution at an open City Council meeting and at least every five years, beginning 
with the year of adoption of this set of policies, the Arts Commission will review this document 
for modification and will submit amendments to the City Council for review and approval. 
 
Amendments to this policy will be approved by a majority of the Arts Commission to the City of 
Joliet. 
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Executive Summary: 
 
The City of Joliet Arts Commission was initiated on July 16, 2019 and is dedicated to the 
presentation of public art in all its forms. The Arts Commission provides a formal art presence 
for the residents of the City of Joliet. General functions include curation and project 
management of public murals and sculpture, supporting local artists, and bringing local artists 
together with City of Joliet art projects.  
 
The City of Joliet Public Art Policy provides a framework to improve the City’s“quality of life” by 
seeking and fostering partnerships with nonprofits, organizations, institutions, foundations, and 
businesses that support the arts in our community by creating strong bonds between and 
among the organizations and institutions.  This will include working cooperatively with other 
city boards, commissions, and committees, and other public and private agencies.   
 
The focus will be on enhancing the economic base in the city by advocating for and promoting 
opportunities to combine arts with economic development.  The commission will advocate for 
economic incentives to attract and sustain artists, arts, arts organizations, art programming and 
more. As a recommending body, the commission will explore and recommend to the Mayor, 
City Council, City Staff and other groups, suggestions for creating opportunities and offer advice 
on relevant city projects that could incorporate artistic endeavors or artistic considerations. 
 
Mission Statement  

“The Joliet Arts Commission builds awareness and strengthens the arts for the economic and 
cultural enrichment of the Greater Joliet Area by promoting the Arts, supporting local Arts 
endeavors, Connecting the Arts and the community and Curating Joliet’s identity through the 
arts”  - JAC Mission Statement 2-19-2020 

 Joliet Arts CommissionObjectives: 

• Seek and foster partnerships with non-profits, organizations, institutions, foundations and 
businesses that support the arts.  
 
• Support and foster strong bonds between and among arts organizations and local institutions 
in the community to encourage arts programming to be planned through strategic 
collaborations and coordination. This shall include working cooperatively with other city 
boards, commissions and committees, and other public and private agencies, institutions and 
organizations.  
 
• Enhance the economic base in the city by advocating for and promoting opportunities to 
combine arts with economic development efforts and by advocating for economic incentives 
for attracting and sustaining artists, arts, arts organizations, art programming, etc.  
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a. Explore and recommend to the Mayor, City Council, City staff, and other groups, ways 
to further the development of, interest in, and attract investments regarding the arts 
and Joliet’s diverse cultural heritage.  
 
b. Explore and recommend to the Mayor, City Council, city staff and other groups 
suggestions for creative place making opportunities and offer advice on relevant city 
projects that could incorporate artistic endeavors or artistic considerations.  
c. Serve as the city’s official concerning body for recommendations on public policy and 
economic development issues related to the arts and cultural heritage.  
 

• Review relevant proposals and assist in the process by which artists, arts organizations, 
neighborhood organizations, businesses, developers, merchant associations, charitable 
foundations, or any other member of the general public proposes and creates projects in the 
arts which are located in public places.  
 
• Where appropriate, assist art-based organizations, agencies and institutions in the research, 
identification, and application of grants for programming and initiatives.  
 
• Where appropriate, assist art-based organizations, agencies and institutions in tier pursuit of 
private sector donations for the purpose of enhancing the arts within the community of Joliet. 

 

This Policy Statement includes all aspects of public art for the future of Joliet, from 
implementation to budget to maintenance.  The goal is to create a more unified City image, and 
to encourage community members to have a more active presence in the art of Joliet. 

The Joliet Arts Commission serves in an advisory capacity to the Joliet City Council. 
 

Anti-discrimination: Hate speech and obscenity prohibited. 
The City of Joliet and the Joliet Arts Commission are committed to ensuring that its programs 
are free of discrimination, and that individuals of all backgrounds and demographics are 
afforded equal opportunity to participate. Accordingly, no individual shall be denied the 
opportunity to participate, nor shall any artwork be denied, based on an individual or 
applicant’s actual or perceived race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, order of 
protection status, marital status, physical or mental disability, military status, sexual 
orientation, pregnancy, or unfavorable discharge from military service. Discrimination based on 
any of these protected classes is expressly prohibited by these policies and procedures. 

 
 

I. Public Art Policy Purpose and Mission Statement 
A. City of Joliet Public Art Goals 
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1. Catalogue existing art – inventory existing artwork with information 
pertaining to ongoing maintenance needs and future deaccessioning. 
Databases created for artwork inventories will be published on the 
City’s website for public consumption.  

2. Recommend that the City fund Artwork maintenance, conservation, 
and repair as part of its annual budget.  

3. Create a funding statement listing possible sources of external funding, 
individual sponsorship, and business sponsorship. 

4. Provide opportunities for artists to exhibit in Joliet and to include local 
as well as global artists.  

5. Foster inclusivity.  
6. Create a policy statement on the deaccessioning of artwork. 

7.  
B. Definitions 

1. Acquisition: The inclusion of an artwork in a permanent art collection 
acquired through a commission, purchase, gift, or other means. 

2. Artist: Individual artist, team of individual artists or artist team leader of 
individuals from other disciplines whose body of work and professional 
activities demonstrate serious ongoing commitment to the fine arts. 

3. Artist Fees: The portion of the project budget reserved for payment to 
the artist for creative services for design, fabrication and project 
management. Fees do not include other labor, materials, travel and per 
diem allowances for out-of-town artists. 

4. Artist Selection Panel (ASP): An ad hoc panel whose charge is to review 
artists and art proposals and make recommendations to the Public Art 
and Design Board for their selection. 

5. Artwork or Work of Art: A tangible creation by an artist. 
6. City: The City of Joliet.  
7. City Collection: The City Collection comprises all artworks owned by the 

City that have been accessioned by the Joliet Arts Commission on 
behalf of the City. 

8. Commission: The formal process used to accept an artwork into the City 
Collection and record an item as a Collection object. 

9. Deaccession: The process of removing an object permanently from a 
collection, through sale, exchange or any other transaction by which 
title is transferred from the collection to another institution or 
individual. Under certain conditions, it may also include disposal by 
intentional destruction. 

10. Donor: The individual, corporation or other entity offering a donation 
to the City. 

11. Loaned Artwork: Artwork given for use over a period of time and 
returned to the owner at the end of the use period. 



Page 5 of 11 
 

12. Memorial Artwork: Structures, sculptures or other objects erected to 
commemorate a person or an event. 

C. Public Art: Public art is art in public spaces that is created for the public through 
a public process. It can be permanent or temporary, and can be located on public 
or private property.Public Art Authority and Administration 
 

II. Public Art Site Designation Policy 
A. Public Art Master Plan Procedures and Projected Deadlines 
B. Public Art Site Designation Procedures 
C. Special Exception Project 

 
III. Public Art Acquisition Policy 

A. Public Art Acquisition Criteria 
1. Quality of work 
2. Aesthetic Merit 
3. Context within the City Collection 
4. Availability of Appropriate Site (coordination with the appropriate 

public or private entities concerning the site, costs of installation and 
maintenance of artwork) 

5. Condition of Donation 
6. Condition of Artwork 
7. Durability of Artwork 
8. Installation Requirements 
9. Maintenance Requirements 

B. Public Art Acquisition Procedures 
1. Donations or Loans of Artwork 

1. Proposed donations of loans of artwork to the City of Joliet shall 
be reviewed by the Arts Commission. 

2.  The Arts Commission will consult appropriate departments and 
other formal citizen advisory boards as necessary for installation 
assistance and permit requirements and then make a 
recommendation to the City Council for final action. 

3. For proposed artwork displayed in the future City Squarethe 
Commission will work with other city departments, commissions, 
advisors, etc. 

4. For loans of artwork to the City of Joliet, the owner or owner’s 
representative will be required to enter into an Art Display 
Agreement, setting forth the length of the load and other terms 
such as signage, location, maintenance requirements, liability, 
insurance, value of artwork, installation, and removal 
responsibility, and other conditions pertinent to the agreement. 
(Outlined by City of Joliet Legal Counsel) 

5. After review and approval from the Art Commission and City 
Council, all donated works become part of the City of Joliet art 
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collections, unless otherwise stated and, as such, may be 
relocated or deaccessioned. (Deaccession Policy) 

2. Commissioned Artwork 
3. The City hires an artist to create original artwork for a specific project. 

Commissions may be funded wholly by the City, grants, or funded in 
partnership with private partners.Gifts 

1. The City accepts legal title to a work of art when the owner of the 
art offers it without a request for compensation and an 
authorized City official formally accepts the gift on behalf of the 
City. A Deed of Gift form must accompany each gifted work of art. 
The City Council, with the Arts Commission’s recommendation, 
can accept or refuse a gift. 
 

C. Temporary Artwork and Special Exhibits 
1. Proposed use of existing locations for temporary artwork shall be 

reviewed by the Arts Commission. 
2. The Arts Commission will consult with appropriate departments for 

installation assistance and permit requirements then make a 
recommendation to the City Council for final action.  Criteria for 
acquisitions listed above will determine the commission’s 
recommendation. 

3. For proposed artwork in the City Square, the Commission will work with 
other city advisory boards and commissions to present projects to the 
City Council for final action. 

4. For temporary exhibition of artwork in the City of Joliet, the owner or 
owner’s representative will be required to enter into an Art Display 
Agreement, setting for the length of the loan and other terms such as 
signage, location, maintenance requirements, liability, insurance, value 
of artwork, installation, and removal responsibility, and other 
conditions pertinent to the agreement. 

5. After review and approval from the Art Commission and City Council, all 
donated works become part of the City of Joliet art collections, unless 
otherwise stated and, as such, may be relocated or deaccessioned. 
(Deaccession Policy) 

 
D. Commissioned Artwork 

1. City of Joliet Commissioned public artwork projects shall be 
administered and reviewed by the Arts Commission 

2. The Arts Commission will consult appropriate departments for 
installation assistance and permit requirements then make a 
recommendation to the City Council for final action.  Criteria for 
acquisitions listed above will determine the commission’s 
recommendation. 
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3. For proposed artwork in the City Square, the commission will work with 
other city advisory boards and commissions to present projects to the 
City Council for final action. 

4. For commissioned of artwork in the City of Joliet, the owner or owner’s 
representative will be required to enter into an Art Display Agreement, 
setting for the length of the loan and other terms such as signage, 
location, maintenance requirements, liability, insurance, value of 
artwork, installation, and removal responsibility, and other conditions 
pertinent to the agreement. 

5. After review and approval from the Art Commission and City Council, all 
donated works become part of the City of Joliet art collections, unless 
otherwise stated and, as such, may be relocated or deaccessioned. 
(Deaccession Policy) 
 

E. Memorial Artwork 
1. Proposed donations or commissions of memorial artwork shall be 

administered and reviewed by the Arts Commission. 
2. Proposed commissioned memorials must honor significant historical 

events or deceased individuals who have made an outstanding 
contribution to the community or region, or community or regional 
heritage and culture.  A waiting period of at least one year should 
elapse prior to the proposal of memorial artwork to be eligible for 
consideration. 

3. For proposed artwork in the CitySquare, the commission will work with 
other city advisory boards and commissions to present projects to the 
City Council for final action. 

4. For exhibition of donated or commissioned  artwork in the City of Joliet, 
the owner or owner’s representative will be required to enter into an 
Art Display Agreement, setting for the length of the loan and other 
terms such as signage, location, maintenance requirements, liability, 
insurance, value of artwork, installation, and removal responsibility, 
and other conditions pertinent to the agreement. 

5. After review and approval from the Art Commission and City Council, all 
donated works become part of the City of Joliet art collections, unless 
otherwise stated and, as such, may be relocated or deaccessioned. 
(Deaccession Policy) 
 

F. Special Exception Projects 
1. Special exception projects shall be administered and reviewed by the 

Art Commission, City Staffand City Council as deemed necessary. 
2. In conjunction with the City of Joliet development review process, the 

Commission may advocatefor the inclusion of public art as a 
component of the site plan approval for a specific development. 
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G. Juried Review Policy 
The Arts Commission may convene a jury to review individual temporary or 
permanent public art acquisitions.  The Arts Commission will convene a jury when 
the public artwork is a commissioned proposal, completed artwork or temporary 
exhibit. 

1. Candidate jurors will be artists, architects, landscape architects, 
engineers, designers, representatives of the community, or art 
professionals. 

2. A jury will be comprised of no less than three and no more than five 
jurors.  The Arts Commission shallmaintain a list of candidates to 
facilitate selection. 

3. An appointed jury shall not include any City of Joliet Staff, City Council 
Member, or their respective partners or families. 

4. Any juror with a conflict of interest must recuse themselves from the jury 
process. 

 
H. Juried Review Procedures 

1. The Arts Commission will draft a prospectus detailing the designated 
art project concept, procedures, proposal requirements, projected 
timeline, and proposal or application deadline. 

2. Proposals for commissioned or submitted artwork shall include: 
a. Artist Statement of Concept. 
b. Submission of three-dimensional work or complete 

drawing of two-dimensional work. 
c. Drawings or photographs that demonstrate the 

relationship of the artwork to the site. 
d. Material samples of artwork and any relevant construction 

materials. 
e. Description of routine maintenance and estimate of 

maintenance costs. 
f. Artist’s resume with a list of references. 
g. Portfolio of past artwork. 
h. Project specific criteria as requested. 

3. The Arts Commission  will meet to review proposals and designate 
finalists. In certain circumstances, City Council approval may be 
required.  

4. For commissioned artwork see 3. Public Art Acquisition Policy for 
procedure. 

5. For temporary juried shows, exhibits or events see 3. C Public Art 
Acquisition Policy. 

6. The City Administration and City Council will have final review and 
approval of all proposed art to be placed on City owned property or in 
City facilities. 
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I. Installation and Maintenance Policy 
The City shall be responsible for City initiated projects created through this policy.  
All permanent public art projects must have a plan that projects both staff time and 
funding needed to properly maintain the work.  Funds for the maintenance of the 
City Initiated Projects will be allocated as a portion of the public art program’s 
operating budget.  Maintenance of public art in special exception projects will be 
negotiated on a case-by-case basis.  Maintenance of public art donated to the city 
will be negotiated with the donor. 
 
J. Ownership and Copyright Policy 
Ownership and Copyright of works included in the Public Art Asset Inventory will be 
determined by each artwork’s contractual agreement with the City on a case-by-
case basis. 
 
 

IV. Public Art Funding Policy 
The Arts Commission will be active in applying for public and private funds to support 
public art projects as appropriate.   
 
 
 

V. Deaccession Policy 
Deaccessioning is the removal of Public Art from a Public Space, or the public art asset 
inventory, and should be cautiously applied only after careful and impartial evaluation 
including input from the Arts Commission.  The following criteria and procedures 
describe de-accessioning process. 

a. Deaccessioning Criteria 
1. The present location no longer guarantees the condition of security of 

the artwork. 
2. The artwork presents a public safety risk. 
3. The artwork is damaged, and repair is not feasible. 
4. Significant changes in the use, character, or actual design of the site. 

require a re-evaluation of the artwork’s relationship to the site. 
5. The artwork requires excessive maintenance or has failures of design or 

workmanship. 
b. Deaccessioning Procedures 

1. Artwork may only be removed from the City’s collection through 
deaccession after careful and impartial evaluation of the artwork within 
the context of the City’s collection by the Commission. The deaccession 
evaluation must include: 

i. A good faith effort to inform the artist or the artist’s estate that 
the artwork is being considered for deaccession. 

ii. A review of all pertinent accession documentation, including a 
review of legal documents by the City Attorney. 



Page 10 of 11 
 

iii. A written recommendation on deaccession by an independent art 
professional such as a curator, conservator, historian, or architect. 

iv.  A review of any pertinent written correspondence, media 
coverage, and other evidence of public opinion. 

2. If the Committee deems deaccession to be appropriate, it will submit a 
formal recommendation, including a written statement of findings, to 
City Council. If Council decides that deaccession is appropriate, the 
artwork will be disposed as follows: 

i. The artist or estate of the artist will be given first option for 
acquiring the work through purchase, exchange, or other terms as 
determined by the Arts Commission. 

ii. The artwork may be sold in accordance with all relevant laws 
governing surplus public property. 

iii. The artwork may be loaned to a gallery, museum, or similar 
institution. 

iv. The artwork may be donated to a gallery, museum, or similar 
institution. 

v. The artwork may not be sold, loaned, or otherwise transferred to 
any City staff or member of the Arts Commission. 

vi. The City is responsible for all costs associated with the removal or 
relocation of the artwork, unless another agrees to assume these 
costs. A record of the deaccessed artwork will be kept with the 
documentation of the City’s collection.  
 

VI. Public Art Education and Outreach 
Education and outreach are critical to the success of the City of Joliet’s Public Art 
Program.  By engaging artists, arts advocates, citizens, and visitors in opportunities 
where they can experience artwork created for public space, the Arts Commission 
provides resources that broaden the appreciation and understanding of public art.  The 
Arts Commission will work to inform and engage the community regarding the Public 
Arts Program. 
- Examples of proposed outreach? Goals for outreach? 
 

VII. Public Art Promotion 
The Arts Commission will work with appropriate organizations and entities to promote 
the provision of public art throughout Joliet. 
 

VIII. Amendments 
 
The City of Joliet Arts Commission reserves the right to amend this policy and its procedures in 
the future by resolution at an open City Council meeting  and at least every five years, 
beginning with the year of adoption of this set of policies, the Arts Commission will review this 
document for modification and will submit amendments to the City Council for review and 
approval. 
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Amendments to this policy will be approved by a majority of the Arts Commission to the City of 
Joliet. 
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Account: 200-06-20-00-00-000-420100-ART25 (IAC 

GOS FY2025 Grant) 

Account Balance = $20,450

Projected Expense Item: Original Proposed Expense: Estimated Date of Expenditure (By):

Poet Laureate Second Payment $1,500 06/31/2025

(2) Murals** $50,000 8/31/2025

TBD/Art Fest*** ($31,050)

TOTAL: $20,450

Account: 100-06-20-15-00-908-524200 (Planning 

Contractual Services - Art Maintenance)

Account Balance = $15,000

Projected Expense Item: Original Proposed Expense^^: Estimated Date of Expenditure (By):

City Square Sculpture Finalist Payment^ $2,000 3/31/2025

Mikan Statue Relocation**** $10,000 12/1/2025

Routine Art Inspections & Minor Maintenance $3,000 12/1/2025

TOTAL: $15,000

**** $4,000 of work has already been completed for concrete foundation work at the St. Mary Nativity site.

** Assumes two murals of approximately 500 sf at a cost of $50 per sf.

***If any funds are left over from scoped out mural costs. 

^ An additional finalist payment is still due to an international finalist.
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