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Citizens who are unable to attend the meeting can email comments in advance of the meeting to publiccomment@joliet.gov.

ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.

John Simpson Jr, Peg (Marguerite)  Stoiber, Deborah 
Summers, Deborah Filotto, Donna Franks-Tapley and Ron 
Romero

Present

Tom Grotovsky, Debra Volling and Julia RussottiAbsent

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Attachments: August 20 2025 Meeting Minutes Arts Commission.pdf

A motion was made by Ron Romero, seconded by John Simpson, Jr, to approve 
COUNCIL MEMO #TMP-9087: August 20 2025 Arts Commission Meeting 
Minutes. The motion carried by the following vote:

Simpson Jr, Stoiber, Summers, Filotto, Franks-Tapley and 
Romero

Aye:

Grotovsky, Volling and RussottiAbsent:

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD ON AGENDA ITEMS

None.

This section is for anyone wanting to speak regarding agenda items and are allowed a maximum of 4 minutes.  It is not a 
question and answer period and staff, and the Commission members do not generally respond to public comments. The 
City Clerk has a copy of the public speaking procedures; please note, speakers who engage in conduct injurious to the 
harmony of the meeting shall be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may forfeit the opportunity to speak.

AGENDA ITEMS

City Square Sculpture artist Sijia Chen presented an overview of her work on the 
sculpture to date and how she plans to interact with the Joliet public through a 
series of upcoming workshops and with her project website. Ms. Chen clarified 
that symbolic items that are repeatedly mentioned either in the workshops or on 
the project website will be considered for inclusion into the final design. The 
project calls for four weeks of community engagement, with a goal deliverable 
date of May of 2026. 

STAFF COMMENTS

Staff Liaison Ann Sylvester stated that she would be reaching out to the Arts Commissioners 
to schedule individual meetings to discuss next steps for the Commission.

MEMBER COMMENTS

Commissioner Romero stated that he was able to host Sijia Chen at the Rock and Roll 
Museum. Commissioner Simpson asked if staff had knowledge about the Art in America web 
series. Commissioner Franks-Tapley stated the she a several other Joliet area artists were 
profiled in the series. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

This section is for anyone wanting to speak regarding non-agenda items and are allowed a maximum of 4 minutes.  It is 
not a question and answer period and staff, and the Commission members do not generally respond to public 
comments. The City Clerk has a copy of the public speaking procedures; please note, speakers who engage in conduct 
injurious to the harmony of the meeting shall be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may forfeit the opportunity to 
speak.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Peg (Marguerite)  Stoiber, seconded by Donna Franks-Tapley, to 
adjourn at 5:38 p.m. The motion carried by the following vote:

Simpson Jr, Stoiber, Summers, Filotto, Franks-Tapley and 
Romero

Aye:

Grotovsky, Volling and RussottiAbsent:

This meeting will be held in an accessible location. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact The City Clerk 
Office, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432 at (815) 724-3780.
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