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Sharon Merwin
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City Hall, Council Chambers6:00 PMWednesday, January 22, 2025

Citizens who are unable to attend the meeting can email comments in advance of the meeting to publiccomment@joliet.gov.

CALL TO ORDER

DECLARATION OF QUORUM

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Joliet Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 12-18-24

JHPC 12-18-24 Minutes.pdfAttachments:

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD ON AGENDA ITEMS

This section is for anyone wanting to speak regarding agenda items and are allowed a maximum of 4 minutes.  It is not a 
question and answer period and staff, and the Commission members do not generally respond to public comments. The 
City Clerk has a copy of the public speaking procedures; please note, speakers who engage in conduct injurious to the 
harmony of the meeting shall be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may forfeit the opportunity to speak.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
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Joliet Historic Preservation Commission Meeting Agenda January 22, 2025

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

Preliminary Review: LHD-1-2025 - Rescind Local Historic District designation 
from the Whitney Terrace Local Historic District (412, 414, 416, 418, 420, and 
422 Whitney Avenue and its associated common area)

LHD-1-2025 (Whitney Terrace LHD) Staff Report PacketAttachments:

2025 Annual Historic Preservation Plan Framework

2024 Action Plan-Annual Review

2025 Action Plan-Draft

Attachments:

Election of Chair Position

Election of Vice Chair Position

STAFF REPORTS

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENT

This section is for anyone wanting to speak regarding non-agenda items and are allowed a maximum of 4 minutes.  It is 
not a question and answer period and staff, and the Commission members do not generally respond to public 
comments. The City Clerk has a copy of the public speaking procedures; please note, speakers who engage in conduct 
injurious to the harmony of the meeting shall be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may forfeit the opportunity to 
speak.

ADJOURNMENT

This meeting will be held in an accessible location. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact The City Clerk 
Office, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432 at (815) 724-3780.
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Wednesday, December 18, 2024
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December 18, 2024Joliet Historic Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes - Pending Approval

Citizens who are unable to attend the meeting can email comments in advance of the meeting to publiccomment@joliet.gov.

CALL TO ORDER

DECLARATION OF QUORUM

Quinn Adamowski, Kevin Heinemann, Candace Johnson, 
Kailee Lowry, Sharon Merwin, Sara Stovall, Steven Wright and 
Ken Spiegel

Present

Brian Bessler, Mary Beth Gannon and Aaron MikottisAbsent

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Joliet Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting 
Minutes 8-28-24

TMP-8055

Attachments: JHPC 08-28-24 Minutes.pdf

A motion was made by Quinn Adamowski, seconded by Steven Wright, to 
approve Joliet Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 
8-28-24. The motion carried by the following vote:

Adamowski, Johnson, Lowry, Merwin, Stovall, Wright and 
Spiegel

Aye:

GannonAbsent:

HeinemannAbstain:

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD ON AGENDA ITEMS

None

COMMITTEE REPORTS

None

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Public Hearing: COA-4-2024: Certificate of Appropriateness 
for replacement doors at 19 W. Cass Street (former Ottawa 
Street Methodist Church / Joliet Area Historical Museum)

TMP-8052

Attachments: COA-04-2024 (19 W. Cass Street) Staff Report Packet

A motion was made by Ms. Merwin, seconded by Mr. Adamowski to open the 
public hearing.  All Commission members were in favor. 

Planner Jayne Bernhard read the staff report into the record.
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December 18, 2024Joliet Historic Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes - Pending Approval

Applicant Steven Wright appeared on behalf of the petition and provided an 
overview of the replacement doors project.

Ms. Merwin inquired about the center panel.  Mr. Wright explained the interior 
handle could be covered by a matching piece of metal.  Ms. Bernhard discussed 
staff’s recommendation to not include the center panel.  In response to Ms. 
Merwin’s question about safety or structural concerns, Mr. Wright explained the 
center panel was a preference.

In response to Ms. Johnson’s questions, Mr. Wright explained all other doors 
had a center panel. 

Mr. Wright and Ms. Bernhard responded to Mr. Heinemann’s questions about 
the difference in cost and a two-glass panel door. 

In response to Mr. Heinemann’s inquiry if one option was more secure, Mr. 
Wright explained it was a preference.

Ms. Johnson stated no witnesses were present to object or speak in favor of the 
petition.

A motion was made by Ms. Merwin, seconded by Ms. Stovall to close the public 
hearing.  All Commission members were in favor.  

At the request of Mr. Heinemann, Ms. Bernhard explained having only glass was 
historically more appropriate. There was a discussion to clarify that the current 
doors did not have a metal bar.

No further discussion was held on the motion.

A motion was made by Sharon Merwin, seconded by Kevin Heinemann, to 
approve Public Hearing: COA-4-2024: Certificate of Appropriateness for 
replacement doors at 19 W. Cass Street (former Ottawa Street Methodist 
Church / Joliet Area Historical Museum). The motion carried by the following 
vote:

Heinemann, Johnson, Merwin, Stovall and SpiegelAye:

GannonAbsent:

Adamowski, Lowry and WrightAbstain:

STAFF REPORTS

Ms. Bernhard explained the Comprehensive Plan would include evaluation of preservation 
and public kick off would occur early to mid-spring. 
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December 18, 2024Joliet Historic Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes - Pending Approval

Ms. Bernhard discussed the close out of the Downtown Joliet National Register Historic 
District and Historic Resource Survey Project. 

Ms. Bernhard gave an overview of the Economic Development Division’s RFP to establish the 
Joliet River Edge Redevelopment Zone Program. 

Ms. Bernhard discussed the holiday cards that all designated historic properties received.

Ms. Bernhard provided an update on the Joliet Area African American Historic Context Study 
and informed the Commission that the City applied for a grant to fund oral history 
development. 

At the request of Ms. Johnson, Ms. Bernhard provided an update on St. Joe’s Church 
landmark nomination. 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Ms. Merwin distributed Herald News calendars.  There was a discussion about the calendar 
photos.

Ms. Johnson mentioned the City’s website had 2023 Historic Preservation Committee meeting 
dates and the landmark application linked to the dates rather than the application. 

Ms. Merwin discussed the creation of a Historic Preservation Commission handout for Will 
County Forest Preserve District facilities. 

Ms. Bernhard confirmed 2025 meeting dates were the fourth Wednesday of every month at 
6:00 p.m. with the exception of November and December meetings, which would occur on the 
third Wednesday.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Quinn Adamowski, seconded by Sharon Merwin, to approve 
adjournment. The motion carried by the following vote:

Adamowski, Heinemann, Johnson, Lowry, Merwin, Stovall, 
Wright and Spiegel

Aye:

GannonAbsent:

This meeting will be held in an accessible location. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact The City Clerk 
Office, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432 at (815) 724-3780.

Page 3 of 3



City of Joliet

Memo

150 West Jefferson Street
Joliet, IL 60432

File #: TMP-8154 Agenda Date:1/22/2025

City of Joliet Printed on 1/16/2025Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


1 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 

DATE:   January 14, 2025 

TO:   Joliet Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM:  Jayne M. Bernhard, Secretary to the Joliet Historic Preservation Commission 

SUBJECT: Preliminary Review of Request to Rescind Local Historic District designation 
from the Whitney Terrace Subdivision (412, 414, 416, 418, 420, and 422 
Whitney Avenue and its associated common area) 

 
OVERVIEW 
Residents of the Whitney Terrace subdivision submitted an application to rescind 
designation of their six-lot subdivision – 412, 414, 416, 418, 420, and 422 Whitney Terrace 
– as a local historic district. The purpose of this preliminary review is to understand the 
applicants’ request and to identify any additional information that the applicant or staff 
could reasonably produce for further Historic Preservation Commission review at a future 
public hearing.   

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
The Whitney Terrace Local Historic District was designated a Local Historic District by the 
City Council on July 18, 2006. Whitney Terrace Local Historic District consists of six unique 
Tudor residences surrounding a landscaped common area that were built between 1923 and 
1929. The enclave is the only one of its kind known in Joliet. Although modern subdivisions 
have common areas owned jointly by all homeowners, they are invariably built well outside 
the developed core of a city, and their houses are usually limited to two or three designs. This 
local district is also located within the boundaries of the Upper Bluff National Register 
Historic District.    

Whitney Terrace was designed by local architect Levon Seron. Levon Seron, born in Chicago 
to Armenian-Turkish parents, likely gained interest in architecture from his father, a 
draftsman and mechanical engineer for the U.S. Steel Company. Raised in Joliet, Seron 
attended MIT and opened his own architecture practice in Joliet. He also worked as a real 
estate broker. The six houses on Whitney Terrace are some of his earliest designs. He also 
acted as the Associate Architect to Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill for the 1957 design of 
Gompers Junior High School in Joliet. Seron died in 1975.  
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DISCUSSION 
All six property owners within the six-lot Whitney Terrace Local Historic District desire to 
rescind local historic district designation status for their properties. Owner consent forms 
for all six property owners are attached. Their application for rescinding designation status 
states that they feel that local historic district designation “costs too much” to uphold and is 
too restrictive. The application also states that there were false promises made as to financial 
benefits that would be afforded to properties that chose to place preservation restrictions 
on their homes. Staff offered to meet with Whitney Terrace residents to listen to and discuss 
any concerns regarding designation. The residents decided to not meet with staff regarding 
the matter. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
In addition to other information requested by the Commission at its preliminary review, staff 
makes the following recommendations: 

• That the Commission shall schedule the petition for a public hearing at its next regular 
meeting, which is currently scheduled for Wednesday February 26, 2025. 

ATTACHMENTS 
• Application 

• Photos 

• Context Map 

• Site Map 

 

















 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Indication Owner Consent Form  
Local Historic District De-designation 

 
Property Address   

 

I (We) certify that I (We) are owner(s) of the above property in the Whitney 
Terrace Local Historic District and that I (We) (check appropriate answer) 

 

   Approve removing local historic district designation for this property.  
 

        Disapprove removing local historic district designation for this property. 

Property Owner comments: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name:   Name:   
 

Signature:   Signature:   
 

Address:   Address:   
 

E-Mail Address:   E-Mail Address:   
 

Date:   Date:   

Mobile User
418 whitney joliet illinos

Mobile User
X

Mobile User
Kirk Hefford

Mobile User

Mobile User
418 Whitney ave

Mobile User
kalebaydin@yahoo.com

Mobile User
August 27 2024





412 Whitney Terrace 

 

 



412 Whitney Terrace 

 

 



414 Whitney Terrace 

 

 



 

  



416 Whitney Terrace 

 

 



 

  



418 Whitney Terrace 

 

 



420 Whitney Terrace 

 

 



 

 

  



422 Whitney Terrace 

 

 



 

 

 



Lat/Long: 41.5315854023896000, -88.0967353000000000 [WGS84]

UTM: Zone 16T, 408507.2376 mE, 4598351.4467 mN

Parcel No. 30-07-09-123-010  

Resource Address:
412 Whitney Ter 
Joliet Illinois 60435 United States
County: Will

Historic name: Raymond J. Lennon House

Present name:

Local place name:

Visible from public right of way: Yes

Ownership: Private

Owner/Address:
Jose and Gabrielle R. Vital / 412 Whitney Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435

Land unit size:

Site/Setting: The subdivision of six houses is designed around a central landscaped
common area with shared sidewalk. Alley along rear (south) with driveway to rear
garage, concrete retaining walls. Mature trees.

Historical Information
Historic Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling Current Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling

Construction Date: ca. 1920-1929 , circa 1925* Architect: Levon Seron (attributed)

Original or Significant Owners: Raymond J. and Elizabeth Lennon Builder:

Significant Date/Period: Developer:

Areas of Significance:      

Architectural Information
Category: building, House Style: Tudor Revival  Additions 

 Alterations 
 Moved 
 Other

Ancillary structures:

Structural: Wood Frame, Limestone, and Stucco Exterior Material(s): Joliet Limestone, Stucco

Stories: 1.5, Bays: Roof Material: Asphalt Shingles

Form or Plan: N/A, Rectangular with Bay Extensions Roof Type: Side Gable

Foundation: Stone or Concrete Windows: historic wood multi/multi double-hung sashes

General condition: Excellent Chimney(s): one Joliet Limestone center straddle ridge

Basement: Porch:

Historical Summary:
The Whitney Terrace Local Historic District ordinance dated the house at 1923-1924, but it does not appear on the 1924 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. The
house is significant for its architecture. Raymond J. Lennon, his wife Elizabeth, and son Robert, lived in the house at 412 Whitney Terrace for over 20 years.
According to the Joliet City Directories and the U. S. Census, Raymond J. Lennon worked in the real estate and insurance industries, operating the firm
Lennon Brothers. Levon Seron, born in Chicago to Armenian-Turkish parents, likely gained interest in architecture from his father, a draftsman and
mechanical engineer for the U.S. Steel Company. Raised in Joliet, Seron attended MIT and opened his own architecture practice in Joliet. He also worked as
a real estate broker. The six houses on Whitney Terrace are some of his earliest designs. He also acted as the Associate Architect to Skidmore, Owings, and
Merrill for the 1957 design of Gompers Junior High School in Joliet. Seron died in 1975.

Status (Current Listing or Designation)
National:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

State/Province:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

Local:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

1991, Upper Bluff National Register Historic District

2006, Whitney Terrace Local Historic District

Evaluation (Preparer's Assessment of Eligibility)
Recommendation

 Individually eligible 
 Eligible as contributing resource 
 Not eligible / non-contributing 
 Not determined 

Level of potential eligibility
 National
 State
 Local

Landmark potential
 National 
 State 
 Local

Inventory Sheet : 412 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY FORM



 

Description/Remarks
This is a 1.5-story house in the Tudor Revival style built in 1925. The structural system is wood frame, limestone, and stucco. The foundation is stone or
concrete. Exterior walls are joliet limestone and stucco. The dormers are clad with asphalt siding. The building has a side gable roof clad in asphalt shingles.
The roof features two shed dormers on the front and two on the rear. There is one center, straddle ridge, joliet limestone chimney. Windows are historic
wood, multi/multi double-hung sashes. There are also multi-light wood casement windows, geometric muntin patterns in the upper sash, and some wood
storm windows. The 1-story partial width portico features an asphalt shingle hipped roof with flared eaves, square Joliet limestone columns, arched
entrances on the front and west sides, and a concrete landing with inlaid tiles. The recessed front entry features an historic wood door and multi-light glazing.
A secondary front entrance to the east features a wood multi-light door and sidelights.
--------------------------------
Date source: Whitney Terrace Historic District Ordinance

Survey and Recorder
Project: City of Joliet Sequence/Key no.: Survey Date: April 2022

Prepared By: Douglas Kaarre, The Lakota Group Report Title/Name: Joliet Locally Designated Historic
Resources Survey

Previous Surveys:

Inventoried: 03/29/2022 12:44:59 pm
Last updated: 02/16/2023 6:45:40 pm by Jayne Bernhard / 8157244052

Level of Survey: 
 Reconnaissance    Intensive

Additional Research Recommended? 
 Yes  No

Inventory Sheet : 412 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

412 Whitney Ter Joliet, Illinois (pg. 2)



Lat/Long: 41.5317972393465000, -88.0963550411045200 [WGS84]

UTM: Zone 16T, 408539.2587 mE, 4598374.5627 mN

Parcel No. 30-07-09-123-008  

Resource Address:
416 Whitney Ter 
Joliet Illinois 60435 United States
County: Will

Historic name: George B. Wiswell House

Present name:

Local place name:

Visible from public right of way: Yes

Ownership: Private

Owner/Address:
Kenneth J. and Mary E. Spiegel Trust / 416 Whitney Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435

Land unit size:

Site/Setting: Subdivision of six houses placed around a central landscaped
common area with shared sidewalk. Paved alley to side (north) with driveway.
Paved path to rear, shrubs.

Historical Information
Historic Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling Current Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling

Construction Date: ca. 1920-1929 , circa 1925* Architect: Levon Seron (attributed)

Original or Significant Owners: George B. and Ruth Wiswell Builder:

Significant Date/Period: Developer:

Areas of Significance:      

Architectural Information
Category: building, House Style: Tudor Revival  Additions 

 Alterations 
 Moved 
 Other

Ancillary structures:
1 total including garage 

Structural: Wood Frame and Limestone Exterior Material(s): Joliet Limestone, Stucco

Stories: 1.5, Bays: Roof Material: Asphalt Shingles

Form or Plan: N/A, Rectangular Roof Type: Hipped Mansard

Foundation: Not Visible Windows: historic wood 4/1 double-hung sashes

General condition: Excellent Chimney(s): one Joliet Limestone side right exterior

Basement: Porch:

Historical Summary:
The Whitney Terrace Local Historic District ordinance dated the house at 1924, but it does not appear on the 1924 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. The house
is significant for its architecture. George B. Wiswell was born in West Virginia about 1880. He married Ruth Clendenin in Fernwood, Illinois, on October
28, 1903, and the couple had two children – Margaret and George. George owned and operated Wiswell’s Music Store in downtown Joliet. According to the
Joliet City Directories, the family lived at 416 Whitney Terrace until the late 1930s. Levon Seron, born in Chicago to Armenian-Turkish parents, likely
gained interest in architecture from his father, a draftsman and mechanical engineer for the U.S. Steel Company. Raised in Joliet, Seron attended MIT and
opened his own architecture practice in Joliet. He also worked as a real estate broker. The six houses on Whitney Terrace are some of his earliest designs. He
also acted as the Associate Architect to Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill for the 1957 design of Gompers Junior High School in Joliet. Seron died in 1975.

Status (Current Listing or Designation)
National:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

State/Province:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

Local:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

1991, Upper Bluff National Register Historic District

2006, Whitney Terrace Local Historic District

Evaluation (Preparer's Assessment of Eligibility)
Recommendation

 Individually eligible 
 Eligible as contributing resource 
 Not eligible / non-contributing 
 Not determined 

Level of potential eligibility
 National
 State
 Local

Landmark potential
 National 
 State 
 Local

Inventory Sheet : 416 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY FORM



 

Description/Remarks
This is a 1.5-story house in the Tudor Revival style built in 1925. The structural system is wood frame and limestone. The foundation is not visible. Exterior
walls are joliet limestone and stucco. The upper half-story front facade is an exterior roof slope and not an exterior wall, while the side and rear facades are
clad with stucco and half-timbering. The building has a hipped mansard roof clad in asphalt shingles. The roof features curved edges at joints and eaves and
one hipped dormer. There is one side right, exterior, joliet limestone chimney. Windows are historic wood, 4/1 double-hung sashes. There are also 6/1 wood
double-hung windows and 8-light wood casements, wood storm windows, and awning windows on the front porch. The 1-story partial width enclosed front
porch features an asphalt shingle hipped roof with curved edges and stone walls. The front entry features a multi-light wood door.
--------------------------------
Date source: Whitney Terrace Historic District Ordinance

Survey and Recorder
Project: City of Joliet Sequence/Key no.: Survey Date: April 2022

Prepared By: Douglas Kaarre, The Lakota Group Report Title/Name: Joliet Locally Designated Historic
Resources Survey

Previous Surveys:

Inventoried: 03/29/2022 12:57:37 pm
Last updated: 02/16/2023 6:50:52 pm by Jayne Bernhard / 8157244052

Level of Survey: 
 Reconnaissance    Intensive

Additional Research Recommended? 
 Yes  No

Inventory Sheet : 416 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

416 Whitney Ter Joliet, Illinois (pg. 2)



Lat/Long: 41.5319180393277560, -88.0965772355819600 [WGS84]

UTM: Zone 16T, 408520.8926 mE, 4598388.2094 mN

Parcel No. 30-07-09-123-006  

Resource Address:
418 Whitney Ter 
Joliet Illinois 60435 United States
County: Will

Historic name: Herbert L. Cramer House

Present name:

Local place name:

Visible from public right of way: Yes

Ownership: Private

Owner/Address:
Kirk Hefford / 418 Whitney Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435

Land unit size:

Site/Setting: The subdivision of six houses is designed around a central landscaped
common area with shared sidewalk. Paved alley to rear (north) with parking
area/drive. Curved front path with stone landscaping.

Historical Information
Historic Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling Current Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling

Construction Date: ca. 1920-1929 , documented 1925* Architect: Levon Seron (attributed)

Original or Significant Owners: Herbert L. and Mary Cramer Builder:

Significant Date/Period: Developer:

Areas of Significance:      

Architectural Information
Category: building, House Style: Tudor Revival  Additions 

 Alterations 
 Moved 
 Other

Ancillary structures:
1 total including garage 

Structural: Wood Frame, Limestone, and Stucco Exterior Material(s): Stucco, Joliet Limestone

Stories: 2, Bays: Roof Material: Asphalt Shingles

Form or Plan: N/A, L Roof Type: Cross Gable

Foundation: Not Visible Windows: wood 6/1 double-hung sashes

General condition: Excellent Chimney(s): one Stucco and Limestone side left exterior

Basement: Porch:

Historical Summary:
The house is significant for its architecture. Herbert Lisle Cramer was born in Baraboo, Wisconsin, on October 16, 1894. He and his wife Mary and two
children – Herbert L., Jr., and Mary Jane. Herbert worked as an insurance agent for the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. He also served as the
football coach at Joliet Township High School in 1923. The family lived at 418 Whitney Terrace for only a few years and were living in South Bend, Indiana,
by 1931. Levon Seron, born in Chicago to Armenian-Turkish parents, likely gained interest in architecture from his father, a draftsman and mechanical
engineer for the U.S. Steel Company. Raised in Joliet, Seron attended MIT and opened his own architecture practice in Joliet. He also worked as a real estate
broker. The six houses on Whitney Terrace are some of his earliest designs. He also acted as the Associate Architect to Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill for
the 1957 design of Gompers Junior High School in Joliet. Seron died in 1975.

Status (Current Listing or Designation)
National:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

State/Province:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

Local:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

1991, Upper Bluff National Register Historic District

2006, Whitney Terrace Local Historic District

Evaluation (Preparer's Assessment of Eligibility)
Recommendation

 Individually eligible 
 Eligible as contributing resource 
 Not eligible / non-contributing 
 Not determined 

Level of potential eligibility
 National
 State
 Local

Landmark potential
 National 
 State 
 Local

Inventory Sheet : 418 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY FORM



 

 

Description/Remarks
This is a 2-story house in the Tudor Revival style built in 1925. The structural system is wood frame, limestone, and stucco. The foundation is not visible.
Exterior walls are stucco and joliet limestone. The building has a cross gable roof clad in asphalt shingles. The roof features a gabled dormer on the front,
shed dormer on the west, and a wood vent in the front gable. There is one side left, exterior, stucco and limestone chimney. Windows are wood, 6/1 double-
hung sashes. There are full screens on some windows. There is a front verandah with stone side walls. The front recessed entry features an arched opening
and stone surround and a wood door.
--------------------------------
Date source: Whitney Terrace Historic District Ordinance

Survey and Recorder
Project: City of Joliet Sequence/Key no.: Survey Date: April 2022

Prepared By: Douglas Kaarre, The Lakota Group Report Title/Name: Joliet Locally Designated Historic
Resources Survey

Previous Surveys:

Inventoried: 03/29/2022 1:07:28 pm
Last updated: 02/16/2023 4:09:18 pm by Jayne Bernhard / 8157244052

Level of Survey: 
 Reconnaissance    Intensive

Additional Research Recommended? 
 Yes  No

Inventory Sheet : 418 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

418 Whitney Ter Joliet, Illinois (pg. 2)



Lat/Long: 41.5319067803358450, -88.0968183055225300 [WGS84]

UTM: Zone 16T, 408500.7658 mE, 4598387.2147 mN

Parcel No. 30-07-09-123-005  

Resource Address:
420 Whitney Ter 
Joliet Illinois 60435 United States
County: Will

Historic name: John H. Barnes House

Present name:

Local place name:

Visible from public right of way: Yes

Ownership: Private

Owner/Address:
Eileen M. McKee / 420 Whitney Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435

Land unit size:

Site/Setting: Subdivision of six houses placed around a central landscaped
common area with shared sidewalk. Alley to rear (north) with paved parking area,
wood privacy fence. Mature trees, front patio, landscaping

Historical Information
Historic Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling Current Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling

Construction Date: ca. 1920-1929 , documented 1928* Architect: Levon Seron (attributed)

Original or Significant Owners: John H. and Ida Barnes Builder:

Significant Date/Period: Developer:

Areas of Significance:      

Architectural Information
Category: building, House Style: Tudor Revival  Additions 

 Alterations 
 Moved 
 Other

Ancillary structures:

Structural: Wood Frame, Brick, and Stucco Exterior Material(s): Brick, Stucco

Stories: 1.5, Bays: Roof Material: Asphalt Shingles

Form or Plan: N/A, Irregular Roof Type: Clipped Cross Gable

Foundation: Not Visible Windows: historic wood multi/1 double-hung sashes

General condition: Excellent Chimney(s): one brick center side slope

Basement: Porch:

Historical Summary:
The house is significant for its architecture. John Henry Barnes was born in Joliet on September 19, 1867. According to the Upper Bluff Historic District
National Register nomination, Barnes trained at the University of Illinois, where he studied under Nathan Ricker, who was influenced by the work of H. H.
Richardson. Before opening his own practice in Joliet, Barnes worked in Denver and Iowa. In Joliet he was associated with the design of school buildings.
Although none of these school buildings remain, he designed the Lockport Central Square school (1896) and Farragut School (1899) in Joliet. He also
designed the Richards Street Methodist Church in Joliet, the Sebastian Lagger House (429 Buell, 1890), and the house at 309 Woodworth (1893). He also
designed the Cutting Building in Joliet, built in 1900. In 1914 Barnes ceased practicing architecture and worked as a retail automobile dealer, opening the
Joliet Motor Company. Barnes married Ida Mabel Zarley in Joliet on December 24, 1890, and the couple had two children – Helen and Harold J. The family
lived in the house at 420 Whitney Terrace until 1940 when they moved to Santa Barbara, California. John died in Santa Barbara on July 22, 1945. Ida…

Status (Current Listing or Designation)
National:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

State/Province:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

Local:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

1991, Upper Bluff National Register Historic District

2006, Whitney Terrace Local Historic District

Evaluation (Preparer's Assessment of Eligibility)
Recommendation

 Individually eligible 
 Eligible as contributing resource 
 Not eligible / non-contributing 
 Not determined 

Level of potential eligibility
 National
 State
 Local

Landmark potential
 National 
 State 
 Local

Inventory Sheet : 420 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY FORM



 

Description/Remarks
This is a 1.5-story house in the Tudor Revival style built in 1928. The structural system is wood frame, brick, and stucco. The foundation is not visible.
Exterior walls are brick and stucco. The exterior features half-timbering on the second floor and brick with extruded mortar joints. The building has a
clipped cross gable roof clad in asphalt shingles. There is one center, side slope, brick chimney. Windows are historic wood, multi/1 double-hung sashes.
There are also modern multi-light wood casement windows and some aluminum storm windows. The 1-story partial width side-facing stoop features a
concrete landing and steps with brick side walls with extruded mortar joints and stone caps, and a hipped roof canopy with asphalt shingles. The front entry
features a panel door with glass storm door.
--------------------------------
Date source: Whitney Terrace Historic District Ordinance

Survey and Recorder
Project: City of Joliet Sequence/Key no.: Survey Date: April 2022

Prepared By: Douglas Kaarre, The Lakota Group Report Title/Name: Joliet Locally Designated Historic
Resources Survey

Previous Surveys:

Inventoried: 03/29/2022 1:13:36 pm
Last updated: 02/16/2023 3:50:43 pm by Jayne Bernhard / 8157244052

Level of Survey: 
 Reconnaissance    Intensive

Additional Research Recommended? 
 Yes  No

Inventory Sheet : 420 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

420 Whitney Ter Joliet, Illinois (pg. 2)



Historical Summary (continued)
... Barnes died in Goleta, California, on February 13, 1952. Both are buried at Elmhurst Cemetery in Joliet. Levon Seron, born in Chicago to Armenian-
Turkish parents, likely gained interest in architecture from his father, a draftsman and mechanical engineer for the U.S. Steel Company. Raised in Joliet,
Seron attended MIT and opened his own architecture practice in Joliet. He also worked as a real estate broker. The six houses on Whitney Terrace are some
of his earliest designs. He also acted as the Associate Architect to Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill for the 1957 design of Gompers Junior High School in
Joliet. Seron died in 1975.

Inventory Sheet : 420 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

420 Whitney Ter Joliet, Illinois (pg. 3) Continuation Sheet



Lat/Long: 41.5319143455225600, -88.0970585834323900 [WGS84]

UTM: Zone 16T, 408480.7316 mE, 4598388.3091 mN

Parcel No. 30-07-09-123-004  

Resource Address:
422 Whitney Ter 
Joliet Illinois 60435 United States
County: Will

Historic name: Frank J. Turk House

Present name:

Local place name:

Visible from public right of way: Yes

Ownership: Private

Owner/Address:
Stephanie G. Sandoval / 422 Whitney Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435

Land unit size:

Site/Setting: Subdivision of six houses placed around a central landscaped
common area with shared sidewalk. Alley to rear (north), driveway with retaining
walls to west. Front walk, mature trees, landscaping.

Historical Information
Historic Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling Current Function: Domestic: Single Dwelling

Construction Date: ca. 1920-1929 , documented 1928* Architect: Levon Seron (attributed)

Original or Significant Owners: Frank J. and Margaret Turk Builder:

Significant Date/Period: Developer:

Areas of Significance:      

Architectural Information
Category: building, House Style: Tudor Revival  Additions 

 Alterations 
 Moved 
 Other

Ancillary structures:

Structural: Wood Frame, Limestone, and Stucco Exterior Material(s): Joliet Limestone, Stucco

Stories: 2.5, Bays: Roof Material: Asphalt Shingles

Form or Plan: N/A, Irregular Roof Type: Clipped Cross Gable

Foundation: Not Visible Windows: replacement vinyl 1/1 double-hung sashes

General condition: Excellent Chimney(s): one Joliet Limestone center straddle ridge

Basement: Porch: Stoop

Historical Summary:
The house is significant for its architecture. Francis J. Turk was born in Kankakee, Illinois, on March 3, 1902. Turk and his wife Margaret had four children
– Frank Jr., Donald, Joseph, and Susan. Frank owned and operated the Eagle Furniture Company, a retail furniture store. The family lived at 422 Whitney
Terrace until about 1941 when they moved to 959 Western Avenue. Margaret die on January 17, 1976, and Frank on November 5, 1995; both are buried at
Resurrection Cemetery in Romeoville, Illinois. Levon Seron, born in Chicago to Armenian-Turkish parents, likely gained interest in architecture from his
father, a draftsman and mechanical engineer for the U.S. Steel Company. Raised in Joliet, Seron attended MIT and opened his own architecture practice in
Joliet. He also worked as a real estate broker. The six houses on Whitney Terrace are some of his earliest designs. He also acted as the Associate Architect to
Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill for the 1957 design of Gompers Junior High School in Joliet. Seron died in 1975.

Status (Current Listing or Designation)
National:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

State/Province:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

Local:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

1991, Upper Bluff National Register Historic District

2006, Whitney Terrace Local Historic District

Evaluation (Preparer's Assessment of Eligibility)
Recommendation

 Individually eligible 
 Eligible as contributing resource 
 Not eligible / non-contributing 
 Not determined 

Level of potential eligibility
 National
 State
 Local

Landmark potential
 National 
 State 
 Local

Inventory Sheet : 422 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY FORM



 

Description/Remarks
This is a 2.5-story house in the Tudor Revival style built in 1928. The structural system is wood frame, limestone, and stucco. The foundation is not visible.
Exterior walls are joliet limestone and stucco. There is wood siding on the rear addition. The building has a clipped cross gable roof clad in asphalt shingles.
The roof features four shed dormers. There is one center, straddle ridge, joliet limestone chimney. Windows are replacement vinyl, 1/1 double-hung sashes.
There is also a wood picture window, as well as wood diamond pane leaded glass windows flanking the entrance, multi-light wood casement windows, glass
block basement windows, and a skylight on the rear addition. There is a stoop. The front side-facing concrete landing and steps features stone side walls and
caps, and a concrete patio with stone side walls. The front recessed slightly arched entry features a wood door and glass storm door. There is a rear 1-story
stone garage addition with a second attached frame addition.
--------------------------------
Date source: Whitney Terrace Historic District Ordinance

Survey and Recorder
Project: City of Joliet Sequence/Key no.: Survey Date: April 2022

Prepared By: Douglas Kaarre, The Lakota Group Report Title/Name: Joliet Locally Designated Historic
Resources Survey

Previous Surveys:

Inventoried: 03/29/2022 1:18:10 pm
Last updated: 02/16/2023 3:55:27 pm by Jayne Bernhard / 8157244052

Level of Survey: 
 Reconnaissance    Intensive

Additional Research Recommended? 
 Yes  No

Inventory Sheet : 422 Whitney Ter Joliet Will Illinois

422 Whitney Ter Joliet, Illinois (pg. 2)
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JOLIET HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
2024 – YEAR IN REVIEW 

GOALS AND PRIORITY ACTIONS  

Educate the Public 
about Historic 
Resources 

Stewardship of 
Designated Historic 
Properties 

Promote Historic 
Resources 

Utilize Historic 
Preservation Month (May) 
as an opportunity to 
promote Joliet’s unique 
historic resources: 
• create a programmatic 

calendar for Historic 
Preservation Month 

• utilize social media 
platforms for 
disseminating content 
to the public 

• co-sponsor one 
educational program 

Staff completed daily posts 
about architectural styles 
and historic information. 
Staff delivered a 
presentation on railroad 
history at the JAHM. 
 

Update the Certificate of 
Appropriateness 
Application form and 
website to ensure a clear, 
transparent, prompt and 
predictable permitting 
process 
This did not occur. 
 

 

Encourage use of the 
Residential and 
Commercial Design 
Guidelines Manuals 
• Obtain funding for 

printing of Residential 
Manual 

Staff applied for CLG 
funding for printing. The 
request was not funded. 
• Work with City Center 

Partnership to 
encourage use of 
Commercial Design 
Guidelines Manual 

Staff was in regular 
discussion with the CCP 
about downtown 
architecture, but a 
program has yet to occur 

Partner with the JAHM and 
comparable organizations 
to co-sponsor one 
educational program 
utilizing research from HPC 
/ City sponsored projects.  
Staff worked closely with 
Museum staff on opening 
of the Joliet Railroad 
Museum (content 
preparation and 
operational logistics) as 
well as the rededication of 
Route 66 Park (content 
preparation). 
JAHM is also a committed 
partner with the Joliet Area 
African American Historic 
Context Study. 

Review data input process 
and efficiency of the City’s 
building permit software 
program  
Ongoing  
 

Ensure that the City’s 
historic resources are 
considered during the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan 
process 
• Review examples of 

preservation plans  
• Sponsor a historic 

preservation / heritage 
tourism workshop to aid 
in the development of 
the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan 

• Review and comment 
on draft comprehensive 
plan 

The Comprehensive Plan 
project did not launch in 
2024 as expected. 
 

Hold two technical 
workshops. Potential topics 
include: painting / siding, 
windows, real estate, 

Promote applicable 
workshop opportunities to 
property owners. 
• Update email database 

of historic property 

Ensure an active historic 
and cultural resource 
survey program. Potential 
projects include: 



insurance, financial 
incentives, etc. 
The SHPO confirmed that 
they would conduct two 
workshops on the state’s 
Property Tax Assessment 
Freeze Program and Tax 
Credits; however, this was 
put off due to the delay of 
the River Edge 
Redevelopment Zone 
Program implementation.  

owners so that staff can 
forward free workshop 
opportunities 

This did not occur. 

1. Hitching posts and 
related 

2. Black and Latinx 
historic resources 

3. Neighborhood-
based businesses 

4. Catalog homes 
Staff was notified in 
January 2024 that it would 
received CLG funding for a 
survey of Black Historic 
and Cultural Resources 
(which was applied for in 
June of 2023!). Staff 
initiated this project which 
involved multiple 
intergovernmental 
agreements, formation of 
a steering committee, 
release of an RFQ, hiring 
of a consultant firm 
(Preservation Futures) and 
launch of the project. 
Project expected to be 
completed by December 
2025. 

Deliver a presentation at 
the Joliet Landlord Training 
should this event be held. 
This did not occur. 

Address shortage of 
available and 
knowledgeable historic 
preservation-minded 
contractors. 

1. Prepare inventory of 
local contractors.  

2. Convene meeting with 
local contractors 

3. Understand training 
gaps at local and 
regional programs 

4. Work with LI to 
address issue at the 
regional and state 
level. 

This did not occur. NOTE - 
The American Historic 
Trades Summit will be in 
Chicago April 2025.  

Monitor the successful 
completion of ongoing 
projects: 

1. Downtown Joliet 
NRHD (SSA) 

This project was effectively 
completed. All deliverables 
have been received except 
printed copies and GIS 
coordination. 

2. Joliet Railroad 
Museum 

This project was 
completed in May 2024 

3. Route 66 Centennial  
Staff participates in Route 
66 Centennial events. 
Route 66 Park was 
rededicated in October 
2024. The City was 
notified that it will receive 
another round of funding 
to enhance circulation at 
this location. 
 



 Establish a building permit 
fee waiver program and 
explore waiver of other 
development fees 
This did not occur. 

Sponsor the Annual 
Historic Preservation 
Awards Program 
The City made two awards 
in 2024: St. Peter 
Lutheran Church and Joliet 
Railroad Museum 

 Continue Holiday Card 
project as a method of 
communicating updates 
and recognizing property 
owner contribution’s to 
preserving Joliet’s heritage 
Holiday Card was sent 

Survey properties on the 
endangered property list 
and regularly update and 
review the list of 
endangered historic 
properties 
This did not occur. 

 Meet with the residents of 
Whitney Terrace and Upper 
Bluff Local Historic Districts 
Whitney Terrace residents 
did not take up staff’s offer 
to meet. Ultimately, the six 
properties in this LHD 
decided to pursue de-
designation. Staff did not 
reach out to residents in 
the Upper Bluff LHD 

Nominate or encourage 
nomination of at least one 
property as a landmark 
The Commission evaluated 
and recommended St. 
Joseph Church for local 
historic landmark 
designation. 
 

 Review applicability of 
Existing Building Code and 
building inspection process 
for designated and 
undesignated historic 
buildings 
This did not occur. 

 

Explore possible funding sources such as CLG, NPS, and C.D.B.G funds for identified 
historic preservation projects. 
(Approved on January 24, 2024) 



JOLIET HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
2025 

DRAFT GOALS AND PRIORITY ACTIONS  

Educate the Public 
about Historic 
Resources 

Stewardship of 
Designated Historic 
Properties 

Promote Historic 
Resources 

Utilize Historic 
Preservation Month (May) 
as an opportunity to 
promote Joliet’s unique 
historic resources: 
• create a programmatic 

calendar for Historic 
Preservation Month 

• utilize social media 
platforms for 
disseminating content 
to the public 

• co-sponsor one 
educational program 

 

Update the Certificate of 
Appropriateness 
Application form and 
website to ensure a clear, 
transparent, prompt and 
predictable permitting 
process 

 

Encourage use of the 
Residential and 
Commercial Design 
Guidelines Manuals 
• Obtain funding for 

printing of Residential 
Manual 

• Work with City Center 
Partnership to 
encourage use of 
Commercial Design 
Guidelines Manual 

 

Partner with the JAHM and 
comparable organizations 
to co-sponsor one 
educational program 
utilizing research from HPC 
/ City sponsored projects.   

Review data input process 
and efficiency of the City’s 
building permit software 
program  
 

Ensure that the City’s 
historic resources are 
considered during the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan 
process 
• Review examples of 

preservation plans  
• Sponsor a historic 

preservation / heritage 
tourism workshop to aid 
in the development of 
the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan 

• Review and comment 
on draft comprehensive 
plan 

 
Hold two technical 
workshops. Potential topics 
include: painting / siding, 
windows, real estate, 
insurance, financial 
incentives, etc. 
 
SHPO volunteered to 
deliver presentations on 
financial incentives: 
Property Tax Assessment 
Freeze Program and Tax 
Credits. 

Promote applicable 
workshop opportunities to 
property owners. 
• Update email database 

of historic property 
owners so that staff can 
forward free workshop 
opportunities 

Review and update the 
City’s preservation 
webpage to ensure 
alignment with ongoing 
and recently completed 
projects.  



Educate the Public 
about Historic 
Resources 

Stewardship of 
Designated Historic 
Properties 

Promote Historic 
Resources 

Deliver a presentation at 
the Joliet Landlord Training 
should this event be held. 

Address shortage of 
available and 
knowledgeable historic 
preservation-minded 
contractors. 

1. Prepare inventory of 
local contractors.  

2. Convene meeting with 
local contractors 

3. Understand training 
gaps at local and 
regional programs 

4. Work with LI to 
address issue at the 
regional and state 
level. 

Monitor the successful 
completion of ongoing 
projects: 
 

1. Joliet Area African 
American Historic 
Context Study 

2. Route 66 Centennial 
3. I-80 Des Plaines 

River Bridge 
Community Plan 

4. Joliet 
Comprehensive Plan  

 

 Establish a building permit 
fee waiver program and 
explore waiver of other 
development fees 

Sponsor the Annual 
Historic Preservation 
Awards Program 
• Call for nominations – 

March 1st 

 Continue Holiday Card 
project as a method of 
communicating updates 
and recognizing property 
owner contribution’s to 
preserving Joliet’s heritage 

Survey properties on the 
endangered property list 
and regularly update and 
review the list of 
endangered historic 
properties 

 Meet with the residents of 
Upper Bluff Local Historic 
District 

Nominate or encourage 
nomination of at least one 
property as a landmark 
 

 Review applicability of 
Existing Building Code and 
building inspection process 
for designated and 
undesignated historic 
buildings. 

 

Explore possible funding sources such as CLG, NPS, and C.D.B.G funds for identified 
historic preservation projects. 
(Approved on ________, 2025) 
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