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STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  July 14, 2026 
TO:         Zoning Board of Appeals 
FROM:  Francisco Jimenez, Planner 
RE:           Petition Number:       2026-32  

Applicant: Will County Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
Status of Applicant: Owner 
Location: 1395 N. Larkin Ave (Council District #2) 
Request:  2026-32: A Special Use Permit to allow box truck 

parking at ReStore Joliet.  
 
 
Purpose 
The applicant is requesting a Special Use Permit to allow four “box trucks” to occupy four 
parking spaces on the southern property line. The intent is to utilize the box trucks for 
scheduled deliveries, donation pick-ups, and for the public to rent for moving purposes.   
The City Council makes the final decision on the Special Use Permit upon 
recommendation of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Site Specific Information 
The 3-acre site is located on the southwest corner of Norley Drive and North Larkin 
Avenue. The subject site has access off Larkin Avenue and access off Norley Drive. The 
site is currently the Will County Habitat for Humanity ReStore, which has been at this 
location since 2017. It was previously a home improvement store that sold flooring 
materials to the public.  
 
Surrounding Zoning, Land Use and Character 
The properties to the east are zoned B-3 (General Business) and R-2 (Single Family 
Residential). The B-3 zoned parcel is the North Ridge Shopping Center, and the R-2 
zoned parcel is the site of Joliet Catholic Academy. The property to the north is zoned B-
1 (Neighborhood Business) and is occupied by a bank branch.  The properties to the west 
are zoned R-5 (High-Density Mult-Family Residential) and are the Larkin Pointe 
Townhouses. The property to the south is zoned B-1 (Neighborhood Business) and is a 
multi-tenant commercial development. 
  
Applicable Regulations 

• Section 47-5.2 (C)   Special Use Criteria  
• Section 47-13.2A  Special Uses – B-3 (General Business)  
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Discussion 
The petitioner and property owner, Will County Habitat for Humanity ReStore, is 
requesting a Special Use Permit to allow the use of four parking stalls for box truck parking 
on the property.  The petitioner plans to make these box trucks available to customers or 
Habitat for Humanity to deliver goods or facilitate the pickup of donations. The petitioner 
will also rent the box trucks to the general public to use for moving purposes. The 
proposed hours of operation for this use will be Tuesday through Saturday from 9am-
4pm. These are the same hours the store currently follows for their drop-off schedule 
when they are open to the public.  
 
Recommended Action 
Staff finds that the request meets the following Special Use criteria: the establishment 
and operation of the Special Use will not be detrimental to public health and safety, nor 
will it impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of the surrounding 
property. The use of four stalls would not reduce the required number of parking spaces 
and are located on the south side of the parcel. The subject site is surrounded by other 
commercial properties, and the proposed use is complementary to the existing uses in 
the area. The site is served by existing public streets and will maintain access onto Larkin 
Avenue and Norley Drive.  
 
Conditions  
If the Zoning Board desires to approve the Special Use Permit to allow box truck 
parking at 1395 N. Larkin Avenue, the following conditions would be included: 
 

1. That the Special Use granted herein, per Section 47-5.2(E) Special Uses, shall 
terminate and lapse unless a building permit or certificate of occupancy is obtained 
not later than 180 days of the effective date of this ordinance and the erection or 
alteration of a building is started or the use is commenced within such period; and 
 

2. Should the property be declared a public nuisance, it may be subject to a rehearing 
and a possible revocation of the Special Use Permit. 
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Figure 1: Subject parcel-1395 N. Larkin Ave 
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Francisco Jimenez
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  

CRITERIA FOR SPECIAL USES 
Section 47-5.2 (C) of the Zoning Ordinance states: 
  
A special use permit shall not be granted unless the applicant establishes by clear and convincing 
evidence:  
 
 

Does the evidence 
presented sustain this 

criteria? 

 
Comments 

(1) That the establishment, 
maintenance or operation of the 
special use will not be 
detrimental to or endanger the 
public health, safety, morals, 
comfort, or general welfare; and  

  

(2) That the special use will not 
be injurious to the use and 
enjoyment of other property in 
the immediate vicinity for the 
purposes already permitted, nor 
substantially diminish and impair 
property values within the 
neighborhood; and 

  

(3) That the establishment of the 
special use will not impede the 
normal and orderly development 
and improvement of surrounding 
property for uses permitted in the 
district; and  

  

(4) That adequate utilities, 
access roads, drainage, and/or 
other necessary facilities have 
been or will be provided; and 

  

(5) That adequate measures 
have been or will be taken to 
provide ingress and egress so 
designed as to minimize traffic 
congestion in the public streets; 
and 

  

(6) That the special use shall in 
all other respects conform to the 
applicable land use regulations 
of the district in which it is 
located and shall not be in 
violation of any other applicable 
law, ordinance or regulation; and 

  

(7) At least one (1) year has 
elapsed since any denial of any 
prior application for a special 
use permit that would have 
authorized substantially the 
same as all or part of the sites, 
unless conditions in the area 
have substantially changed. 
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